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First Annual DC Lecture Series Begins with 2001 & AI

Washington, DC (Jan. 25, 2018) – The Museum of Science Fiction will present a quarterly
lecture series this year in Washington, DC focusing on present day and near future
developments in the fields of commercial space travel, artificial intelligence, robotics, and other
technology. The first lecture, "AI and Cognitive Computing," will take place on February 22 at
the offices of K&L Gates, a co-sponsor of the series.

“This year marks the 50th anniversary of Stanley Kubrick’s classic film 2001: A Space Odyssey.
How close are we to actually creating the HAL 9000 supercomputer?” posits Dr. Phil Frana,
associate dean and professor of software studies at James Madison University. Dr. Frana will
discuss current trends in cognitive technologies, supercomputer design, artificial intelligence,
humans working with machines, and computational creativity. He is author of the forthcoming
ABC-CLIO book, The Past, Present, and Future of Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, and
Automation (2019).

“As the only law firm to endow a university program to examine the ethics and issues
surrounding AI, K&L Gates believes it is important to give careful thought to what a future with
AI will look like.  Science fiction helps us imagine that future, and we are proud to host this
lecture with the Museum of Science Fiction,” commented Paul Stimers, Partner at K&L Gates
and member of the Museum of Science Fiction’s Board of Advisors.

The Museum’s 2018 lecture series will be open to the public.  It is designed to show how
science fiction continually inspires individuals, influences cultures, and affects societies. The
lecture series also serves as an educational catalyst to expand interest in STEAM fields: science,
technology, engineering, art, and math. Other quarterly lecture topics include:

· Commercial Space Travel on June 7 with author and scientist, David Brin
· Asteroid Mining on September 27
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· Robotics and UAVs on November 8

The series also recognizes continuing support from the Arthur C. Clarke Foundation to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the iconic film, 2001: A Space Odyssey written by Clarke and his early
portrayal of artificial intelligence as the HAL 9000 computer. “We are pleased to support the
Museum of Science Fiction’s program on Artificial Intelligence. Our inspiration, Arthur C. Clarke,
remains a leading exemplar of the impact of human intelligence and imagination, and he was
deeply interested and moved by the prospects for AI to improve the human condition globally,”
commented Walda Roseman, Chair of the Arthur C. Clarke Foundation. The Arthur C. Clarke
Foundation was founded in 1983 to further the wisdom and values of its namesake, Sir Arthur
C. Clarke.  The Foundation’s mission is “to promote, enable and recognize the power of
imagination to benefit humanity.”

For tickets and more information on upcoming lectures, please go to:
www.museumofsciencefiction.org/2018-lecture-series

More information about this and other activities is available here:
www.museumofsciencefiction.org
escapevelocity.events

About the Museum of Science Fiction
The nonprofit Museum of Science Fiction will be the world’s first comprehensive science fiction
museum, covering the history of the genre across the arts and providing a narrative on its relationship to
the real world. The Museum will show how science fiction continually inspires individuals, influences
cultures, and impacts societies. Also serving as an educational catalyst to expand interest in the science,
technology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM) areas, the Museum uses tools such as mobile
applications and wifi-enabled display objects to engage and entertain. For a full press packet on the
Museum of Science Fiction’s vision and other information, please visit:
www.museumofsciencefiction.org/presspacket

About K&L Gates
K&L Gates is a fully integrated global law firm with lawyers located across five continents. The firm
represents leading multinational corporations, growth and middle-market companies, capital markets
participants and entrepreneurs in every major industry group as well as public sector entities,
educational institutions, philanthropic organizations and individuals. For more information about K&L
Gates or its locations, practices and registrations, visit klgates.com.
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